
EVENTS TO  

REMEMBER 

 

Parish Picnic 
Sunday, May 15 

Following the 

10:30am service 

Happy Birthday Church!  As St. John’s celebrates its 169th birthday this year, it 
is just a mere child of the universal Church which celebrates its 1983rd birthday! 
 
Pentecost Sunday is celebrated this year on May 15th and is considered the 
“birthday of the Church.”   The Jewish festival of Pentecost was the commemo-
ration of the time Moses received the Law from God on Mt. Sinai.  For Chris-
tians it is the day, as the book of Acts tells us, that the Holy Spirit was fully 
poured out upon all people.  For practical purposes, it was the day that the 
Church was “born.” 
 
Christmas and Easter are easily the most recognizable holidays in the church.  
They commemorate the birth and resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  The Incarna-
tion and the Resurrection are central in our minds as the defining difference be-
tween Judaism and Christianity.  These theological events make us unique as a 
religious faith.  However, the understanding that Pentecost is the pouring out of 
God’s Spirit into our world makes living our faith equally unique. 
 
Christian Pentecost is a birth into a new way of being.  It is God’s Spirit being 
shared with all people…that is the great message that we hold as our mission.  
God’s redeeming love is now shared with every person regardless of their gender 
or race.  In this outpouring of God’s presence, ALL are invited to be a part.  That 
is the importance of Christ’s followers speaking in all languages.  It ‘undoes’ the 
disruption of the confusion of languages in the ‘Tower of Babel’ story (Genesis 
11:1-9) when God divided people by languages.  In the gift of the Holy Spirit, all 
are reunited as one people to share this message of reconciliation.  That is mis-
sion of the Church – to call all to know the love, forgiveness and grace of God as 
taught by Jesus.   
 
Pentecost is our birth rite as Christians.  We are a community who follow Christ 
in calling all to know the love and presence of the God and Father of all creation.  
When we truly love God and our neighbor, we are living Pentecost because we 
are breaking down the walls that divide us.  We are being Christ in this world, 
and that is a unique way to live. 
 
I invite you to be a reconciling presence in your life’s circle.  Look for ways to 
heal and reconcile.  Look for what is common rather than at what is different.  
Look at the stranger as your neighbor.  In short… you are Christ in this world 
because you have the Spirit of God working in you.  Live your faith as one who 
reconciles and heals.  Live with the power of the Spirit that is birthed in us at 
Pentecost. 
 
Happy Pentecost Church! 
 
Father Mike Lager 
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 215 N. 6TH ST., FORT SMITH, AR 72901 (479) 782-9912  www.stjohnfs.org 
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Mind Stretchers 

Speaker Series 

Tuesday 

May 17, 6:00 p.m. 

Skinner Building 

Pentecost  

Sunday 
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Wear something 

red 



St. John’s Annual Parish Picnic! 

1st Sunday breakfast, Sunday, May 1, 9:00—9:30 a.m. Come and join us for breakfast in the Parish Hall.   

1st Sunday Breakfast 

Girl’s Night Out 

On May 31st at 6:00 pm you can find this group of ladies at Grubs Bar and Grill, 8302 Rogers Avenue, 
in Fort Smith, enjoying good food and fellowship with each other.  Bring a friend to this ecumenical gathering 
to join in the fun. 

Saints Alive 

The April laymen will meet and eat brisket this month on April 28th.Good fun, good fellowship, and good 
food. 
 
Please be there and bring a friend if you can. If you need a ride, please contact the church office and we will 
make appropriate arrangements. 

Laymen’s League  

Saints Alive fun, fellowship, and food for  MAY will be at the home of Tony & Robin Flippin.  Watch 

the bulletins for more information. 

St. John's parish picnic will be held following the 10:30 service on SUNDAY, May 15th, in the 
Skinner building and on the Victorian House lawn.  Games and food will be part of this 
event.  Please bring a dish to share from the list below.  Dress is casual.  We will picnic rain or 
shine!   
  
A-B - 1 pkg. each hamburger and hot dog buns   
C-D - Baked beans (serving for 12) 
E-J - 1 dozen deviled eggs 
K-N - 1 pkg. chips 
O-T - coleslaw or potato salad for 12 
U-Z - cookies, brownies, bars 
  
For questions, call Robin Flippin at 479-883-0780 or 479-484-7269. 

 

Walker Cobb, Bentley Lager, Alex Leeper, 
Desirae Love, Kristen Love, Amara Lowe, 
and Catherine Ward.  

Graduating Class of 2016 



BUILDING AND GROUNDS REPORT for APRIL, 2016 

APRIL BUILDING & GROUNDS REPORT 
 
The Saint John’s Parish Spring Clean-Up Day was a resounding success because thirty church family mem-
bers and friends were joined by ten UAFS volunteer students to trim the church campus shrubbery, rake 
leaves, add mulch, plant flowers, clean the fish pond, polish the pews, vacuum carpet, dust and wipe down the 
kitchen cabinets. The results looked great! Pizza was enjoyed for lunch afterward by all the participants. The 
B & G Team is so grateful to all those who gave of their time and energy to complete these tasks; we could 
not have done it without you. It is truly remarkable what can be accomplished by many people of one mind 
and spirit working together during one morning! 
 
Jean Kolljeski, Junior Warden, leads the Building and Grounds Team in 2016, and is supported by Becky Ibi-
son, Lou Skeen, John Cross, Bill Chandler, Jackie Brown, Steve Irby and Gordon Albritton, Church Sexton. 
 
There are currently fourteen active repair projects being addressed by the B & G Committee and five of them 
are financially significant: repairing the Choir Room HVAC system, resurfacing the parking lot, repair plaster 
damage from water leaks then paint in the sanctuary, remodel the ladies rest room and repair and refinish the 
church’s wooden exterior trim. Several less costly projects have already been completed through B & G mem-
ber efforts with outside support: the Spring Clean-Up event, repair of exterior church doors, hot water heater 
replacement, sprinkler system work, lawn care and lighting repairs. 
 
The B & G Committee wants to thank Jackie and Shirley Brown for their donation of a nice leather couch, 
coffee table and end table to the Skinner Building Youth Room. Please follow their example by contacting the 
Team if you are replacing furniture in your home and would like to help upgrade the furniture in this often 
used meeting room. 

Laymen’s League March Meeting Minutes 

The Saint John’s Laymen’s League enjoyed lunch on March 31 in the Parish Hall. Father Mike Lager was 
able to attend. It was great to have Gene Rapley and Doug Smith back in the fold. Please remember Jim Wal-
cott who is able to work some now but is dealing with the harsh side effects of chemotherapy.  
 
Josh Hays was our principal speaker and he provided a concise overview of the mission of the “Golden Rule 
Clothes Closet” located at Third and B Streets in For t Smith. Founded by Immaculate Conception in 
1991 and primarily supported by the Catholic Church since inception, this entity provides used clothing and 
furniture for victims of fire and flood, to poor mothers and women in shelters and for the disadvantaged. 
There is no charge to those needing help. The organization is listed as a supporting agency by the Red Cross 
and is centered in Sebastian County while serving a ten county area overall. Josh is attempting to gain name 
recognition for the Clothes Closet, to expand incoming donations through promotion which will enable assis-
tance to a larger population, and to modernize the business with a logo, brochure, stationery, business cards 
and a website. Volunteers are needed but additional streams of financial support outside the Catholic Church 
are required to maintain this beneficial and humane effort. Supporters can reach Josh at 479/650-6712 or on 
Facebook at GoldenRuleFS; please consider helping him. Josh has a culinary degree and is Gary Hays’ son; 
Gary is a Laymen’s member who founded the “Next Step Day Room” in Fort Smith which helps people re-
cover from addiction and hardships.  
  
David Sims announced efforts underway to raise funds needed to relocate the sack lunch program to Third 
and F Streets. There are videos on YouTube (sacklunchprogram.com) and on Facebook 
(SaintJohnsSackLunchProgram) to describe the outreach and needs of this worthy program. 
  
Please mark your calendars now with the next Laymen’s League Lunch: Thursday, April 28 at noon in the 
Saint John’s Parish Hall. We would like to expand par ticipation so please try to join us then to enjoy 
beef brisket and fellowship. 



*These donations are only for Saint John’s Epis-
copal Church.  If your donations were made to 
the Sack Lunch Program, they will have a list of 
donors. 

Everett Ray ‘Skipp’ Newman 

Our condolences to Nita Newman on 
the loss of her husband, Everett Ray 
‘Skipp’ Newman. 

t Elvira Real 

2 Debbie Davis 

2 Irene Willbanks 

3 John Dobbins 

4 Mark Basinger 

4 Jim Cheyne 

4 Matthew Cobb 

5 Debbie Chandler 

5 Hannah Meyers 

10 Charlotte Sheraden 

10 Mike Tickler 

12 Patricia Klahr 

12 Mary Jane Mustard 

12 Reed Stinson 

14 John Weber 

15 Sally Bowers 

17 Mary Beth Hoffsommer 

17 Jane Walcott 

19 Jeanne Cheyne 

21 Piper McMillan 

21 Anne Thrift 

22 Meredith LaFreniere 

23 Tommy Foltz 

24 Andrew Buergler 

25 Charlene Brunnemeyer 

26 Grayson Fielder 

27 Norma Basinger 

27 Madison Lager 

30 Ramona Roberts 

7 Thomas & Ashley Morrison 

17 Michael & Meredith LaFreniere 

20 Bobby & Lee Ann Vick 

29 Pettus & Joan Kincannon 

29 Patrick & Amy Stinson 

29 Doug & Anne Thrift 

30 Jim & Jane Walcott 

Welcome John ‘Davis’ Ziegler who was born 
March 17, 2016 weighing 6lbs. 10oz. and 20” 
long.  He is the son of John & Emily Ziegler, 
brother of Charlotte.  His grandparents are Carl 
& Brenda Davis.   



SAHMs (Stay At Home Moms) 

SAHMs schedule for May: 
 

Monthly Moms’ Lunch – Our monthly SAHM Moms’ luncheon which is held the second Wednesday 
of each month will be Wednesday, May 11th at noon at AJ's Oyster House and Seafood Restaurant lo-
cated at 115 N 10th St, Fort Smith. 

 
Playdates – None scheduled at this time.  However, there may be new families and/or moms who are 
interested in attending a play date and if so, please, please, please contact me and I will be happy to set 
up something!!– 
 

Please know that anyone is invited to join us.  We even have some “SAHMs wanna be” who join us for the 
monthly lunch.   
 
If there is someone who is interested in joining SAHMs for any event, please invite them & send me their con-
tact info (e-mail & mobile phone for texting) so I can include them on the reminders. 

 
My contact info: mobile phone 479-459-5765, e-mail address lcburton@swbell.net 
 
God’s Peace,  
Lori Burton 

Please mark your calendars. There will be an ECW (Episcopal Church Women) meeting on Sunday, May 22, 
in Chambers Hall following the 10:30 service.  Several business matters need to be discussed to get ready for 
the Arts and Crafts event which will be held again at St. John's on November 11-12, 2016.  This meeting is 
open to all women of the parish. Hope to see you there! 

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN— ECW MEETING PLANNED 

UTO Ingathering 
United Thank Offering Sunday is May 8th.  You will find UTO boxes in the church and in the Parish Hall, 
over the next few weeks I hope you will count your many blessings by dropping coins in your UTO boxes 
every day. 
We are so blessed to be able to give our change to such a worthy cause.  Each year, the United Thank Offer-
ing awards more than one hundred grants for missions and ministry around the world. 
 Need help counting your blessings?  Below are a few suggestions: 
  
 You can pay your bills when they are due. 
 You love your children unconditionally. 
 Your children love you unconditionally. 
 You have good health. 
 Your car starts every morning. 
 You have a bed to sleep in every night. 
 Your water is hot and clean to bathe in. 
 Your pets know where their next meal is coming from. 
 Your husband/wife loves and respects you. 
 You have the freedom to practice your faith without fear of harsh reprisals. 
 You were blessed with a loving mother. 
  
 On May 8th this year, I hope you will join me in placing your contribution to the United Thank Offer-
ing in the collection plate.  More important, I hope you will spend the next few weeks reflecting on your 
many blessings.  Nancy Sparks, UTO Chair  



Palm Sunday 2016 



1 1st Lesson—  Lindsey Fielder 

 Psalm/2nd Lesson— Cindy Cole 

 Prayers— Becky Ibison 

 Chalice— Stan Vlademar & Cindy Cole  

 Chalice/Parish Hall— Debbie Chandler & 

8 1st Lesson— Helen Harper 

 Psalm/2nd Lesson— Debbie Lee 

 Prayers— Muggy Murray 

 Chalice— Debbie Lee & Helen Harper 

  

15 1st Lesson— Kat Standridge 

 Psalm/2nd Lesson— Rick Hayes 

 Prayers— Rebecca James 

 Chalice— Becky Ibison &  Rick Hayes 

  

22 1st Lesson— Mack Skeen 

 Psalm/2nd Lesson— Muggy Murray 

 Prayers— Becky Ibison 

 Chalice— Muggy Murray & Debbie Chandler 

  

                                     Helen Harper 

  

  

29 1st Lesson— Kat Standridge 

 Psalm/2nd Lesson— Helen Harper 

 Prayers— Muggy Murray 

 Chalice— Becky Ibison &  Helen Harper 

8:00 Worship Leaders  

Regular Office Hours are Monday — Friday from 8:00am—5:00pm.   
Saturday Hours are from 9:30am—12:30pm. 
Our Offices will be closed on Monday, May 30 for the Memorial Day holiday.  
We will reopen on Tuesday, May 31 at 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Hospitality    

8:00am 
 1-  1st Sunday Break. 
 8 - Becky Ibison 
15 -Debbie Chandler 
22- Rebecca James 
29- Jo Ann Flocks 

10:30 
 1- Becky Dunn 
 8- Shirley Brown 
15-Calline Ellis 
22-Cissy Goff 
29-Patti Gray 

St. John’s Office Hours 

 
T & Ts 

(Couples age—20s & 30s) 

JOIN US  
POOL PARTY & Cook Out 

 

Wed. JUNE 8, 5:30 at Lager Home 
3:30-5:00 in Skinner Building 
Childcare Assistance Provided 

Dinner Provided 
   

RSVP— 
  Jeannie  221-4032 



“Buck-A-Book” 

St. John’s Book Store & Gift Shop 

How’s your “sense of humor”?  We have just the thing to make you laugh.  Comical, but clever, saying you may have 
thought to yourself but didn’t express!  Take a look and you will agree they’re so funny. 
 
Also, a reminder for Mother’s Day (May 8th).  Special items to honor that special lady on her special day. 
 
Copies of In Defense of All, are now available.  Memoirs of  The Rt. Rev. Dr. Christopher Senyonjo, Retired Bishop 
of West Buganda Diocese in Uganda. 

The “2 for 1” sale is over — the response was great.  We’ll probably repeat next year.  One more trip will complete 
the moving of Buddy Blair’s library.  We are planning a special sale in the parish hall following the African Ministries 
Exhibit.  Rep. Blair and his wife have been invited to attend the premier in order to meet and thank them for their gen-
erosity.  Dates are being determined now.   
Bibles and Bible study books were delivered this week to a local organization.  A box also delivered to an additional 
nursing home.  We currently need more jigsaw puzzles. 
 
We are overjoyed with the approval of “Room 2” for the extension of the Buck-A-Book room.  This will enable us to 
more efficiently display a much larger number of books and additional categories.  Our next requirement is the acqui-
sition of more book cases. 
 
Please contact Mary Jane Mustard (883-1488) or the church office if you can donate or underwrite this need.  
 
Following the Buddy Blair Sale, his library will be absorbed into the current inventory. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

April 13, 2016 
 

From The Treasurer 
 

The financial results of the first quarter of 2016 have been completed. It is my pleasure to give you a status report as 
of the end of March, 2016. 
 
Let me start by saying that the income received for operations is ¼ of the income expected for 2016. One fourth of the 
year has gone by and one fourth of the budgeted income has been received. This is great news, and I thank everyone 
for your support of St. John’s. In addition to funds received to meet our operating expenses, financial support of our 
outreach programs continues to be received. Further, we received money to reduce the principal of the outstanding 
loan.  
 
Expenses are $4,500 more than income. This is not good, but it is much better this year than it has been in the past.  
Many increases, such as medical insurance, sewer rates, and property/liability insurance, cannot be avoided. The total 
amount spent is $8,848 less than the approved budget, so I feel that they are under control.  
 
Several large projects are being discussed at this time, such as a replacement vehicle for the church van, a parking lot 
improvement project, repairs to the bell tower and the building fascia, and the sack lunch relocation project.  
If you have any questions, please contact Dave Arnold or Harold Braswell. 



World Labyrinth Day - Saturday, May 7 

Thank you 

Creative Arts  
for St. John’s Youth & Adults 
Coming BACK this Summer!! 
Painting, Cooking, Sewing Basics 

Clay fun,  Paper Mache  
Watch JUNE  Holy Babble , Enews, Bulletins 

Bulletin Board 
for details & Registration 

Thank You 

The St. John’s Sack Lunch Program would like to take a minute to thank all of our generous sponsors 
for making the Vein Clinics of Arkansas’ Racquet to Sack IT first annual tennis tournament a huge 
success.  Thank you all.   
 
See the hallway bulletin board for a complete listing of sponsors. 

Thank You for choosing Crawford Healthcare and Rehabilitation. 
Thank you for the book donations.  They will be put to great use. 
Kim McGee, Activities Director 

AgnusDay 



Small Groups Ministry                   MAY 

CONNECTIONS” Small Groups: Need info or  want to star t a group around an interest you enjoy,  
contact Jeannie McCabe, Ministry Coordinator at  (479)221-4032 or  jmccabe@stjohnfs.org 

Groups Mee�ng … 
♦ Golf “Friendship on the Fairway” Mondays 

in May—5:30 at Ben Garen 

♦ Movie Connecons “The Reel Thing”  

MAY 8, MOVING BACK to Sundays, Discus-

sion s�ll in the comfort of the Movie 

Lounge Dining room  

♦ Vino League—”Filled with the Spirit”  

MAY  20—7:00 pm West Coast Wines at 

Poirier Home . Will break for the summer 

♦ The Story” - of the Church— 

 Wed. 5:15 in Skinner Bldg and Sundays at 

9:15 in Chambers Hall 

♦ T&Ts (Couples  20s & 30s) Wed. JUNE 8 Next 

gathering 5:30 Pool Party/Cook Out at Lager 

Home. Childcare provided. Wear / Bring 

Swimsuits. Dinner provided. 

♦ Mind-Stretchers Speaker Series—see below 
 

GROW in your faith through new friendships  

Find your spot among any of these!! 

EXCERPT from the Blog: 
 My faith matters to me. I read the Bible. I 
attend church. I pray when something is weighing 
heavily on me. But while I used to find my identity 
only in the label of “Christian” or in the name recog-
nition of my local church, I’ve realized people care 
much more about whether I am kind than whether I 
have faith. 
 Every person of faith must choose if faith is 
water or cement in their lives. That choice is some-
times a lifetime in the making. A faith that is cement 
is meant to be absolute, definable, tangible, and - 
most importantly - defendable. Black and white. It is 
the rock on which they stand. And they will defend 
it, all of it. Their position, their beliefs, their convic-
tions. They cannot be moved. 
 Over time, my faith has become more like 
water. Picture a river, constantly flowing, deep 
enough that we cannot see the bottom. Sometimes 
we step in and sometimes we step out. Most often, I 
think I sit on the bank and watch. Sometimes, I mus-
ter enough courage to bend down and scoop a little 
up in my hands, but most all of it slips through my 
fingers. Because in my life, faith has become larger 
than anything I can control. 
 Jesus constantly broke religious and cultural 
rules on behalf of the disenfranchised who needed 
love, healing and belonging. But it’s more than just 
not following the rules, he reminded us to embrace 
our own humanity 
 I think far too often, we confuse faith with 
religion. And faith with theology. And faith with 
denominations. And faith with doctrine. The mo-
ment we are no longer inviting to those who aren’t 
just like us, we begin to harden. Cement swells or 
shrinks with the temperature, while water flows into 
every parched crack of our souls. Maybe cement 
cannot be moved, but it is water that nourishes us 
and brings life to us all. 
Follow Steve Austin on Twitter:  
www.twitter.com/iamsteveaustin  
 
Building on Steve’s analogy, our lives can be water 
for others. Jesus offered “living water.” We are con-
nected to that source. Small groups are a way to 
pour water into each other’s lives. 
 

MIND STRETCHERS: Speaker 
MAY 17 – 6:00 pm St. John’s Skinner Building  
Daniel Maher:  
Race in Fort Smith's Past and Present.     
In Mythic Frontiers, Daniel Maher illustrates how aggran-
dized versions of the past, especially those of the “American 
frontier,” have been used to turn a profit. These imagined 
historical sites have effectively silenced the violent, oppres-
sive, colonizing forces of manifest destiny and elevated prin-
cipal architects of it to mythic heights.  

Is	Your	Faith	Water	or	Cement?		
The	Blog	by	Steve	Austin	
Full	 Article	 at:	 http://
www.huf#ingtonpost.com/steve-austin/is-your
-faith-water-or-ce_b_9695556.html?ir=Religion	



Education for Ministry Program 
Our Call to Minister in the World 
Lay persons face the difficult and often subtle task of interpreting 
the richness of the church's faith in a 
complex and confusing world. They 
need a theological education which 
supports their faith and also teaches 
them to express that faith in day-to-day 
events. As the emphasis on lay minis-
try has grown, EfM has come to play 
an important role by providing a pro-
gram that develops an informed and 
knowledgeable laity.  
 
http://efm.sewanee.edu/about-efm/about-efm 
 
 
Read what some of the Graduates have to say: 
 
FROM Steve Kilpatrick: “EFM was a profound experience for 

me. I graduated in 2004. EFM provided a framework and 

knowledge base to propel my spiritual journey forward. There were 

many “ AhHa” moments. Spending time each week with mentors 

and dedicated students was rewarding. You see things from many 

different perspectives. There were challenges. Reflection is a diffi-

cult skill to acquire but was always a worthwhile exercise. I devel-

oped a much better knowledge of the Bible and our faith. This pro-

gram truly brings the Bible into our Walmart world and helps you 

make it relevant.” Steve Kilpatrick 
 
FROM Karen Lawson: “I was approached many times to join 
EFM.  People said, "You will love it", "You are perfect for this 
kind of group", "You will learn so much", but each time someone 
said something like this to me, I thought "I'm too busy" and so even 
though I knew about EFM for almost 10 years, it was 2009 before I 
actually decided to give it a try.   
 After receiving my reading material I began thinking, "Oh 
no,  maybe I bit off a little too much".  The books were big and the 
chapters were long, and to be honest, I like to read magazines and 
romance novels.   However, I had been raised in a tradition where 
Bible study was important, so I thought surely this won't be too 
hard....... maybe I already know a bunch of this stuff.    Next I re-
member feeling nervous about joining a group that had already 
been formed.  It was such relief when everyone was so welcoming, 
class got under way, and I started on the lessons.  
 The Bible readings were sometimes challenging for me, 
because they didn't always "gel" with what I  learned as a 
child.  Some of my thoughts, feelings and beliefs changed quite a 
bit  during my four years, others remained the same 
and some grew  stronger.   I made some great friends,   I learned a 
lot about myself and I accepted that God is able to use me (with all 
my faults and weaknesses) somewhere, somehow to do His 
work.   EFM changed me and I will forever be grateful.       With 
that being said,  if you are looking for a "nice little Bible study" 
you may want to pass, but if you're searching for 
_________________ (you fill in the blank) then give Education for 
Ministry a try.   You may be surprised what God can do. “     

FROM John Cross: “When asked to share about E f M, I 
wondered what I could say that might be of interest and I re-
membered some of our philosophy from my Kairos Prison 
Ministry that I was coincidentally prompted to do after some 
discussions in my early EfM classes. And, like Kairos, if may-
be (we) can reach just one or two, it is considered ample re-
turn. 
 Never in my life have I felt very “mainstream” and I 
may have felt this even more in my EfM classes. I graduated 
from EfM in 2013. Some of my greater insights  are: it is not 
so much where you “swim” in the stream; as it is to know that 
there are others all around, in different places at different paces
- swimming, floating, drifting, swimming ‘the other direction’ 
or just resting on the bank or possibly floundering. I feel the 
important thing is with God, it matters not where in this cur-
rent we find ourselves or he finds us. God doesn’t give up on 
us, and any movement spiritually is good.  
 EfM likely fills another important role: that wherever 
we fit in the picture, the current will change us and, with 
God’s help, propel us from any stagnation. I’ve been feeling 
the need for challenges to my thinking, I’ve been stagnant for 
a period of time now (since EfM)- needing a catalyst or change 
in current and this evening the “Mind Stretchers” met in a 
planning meeting and I can see the possibility and hope for 
more change. With EfM I began to learn that I need to be ex-
posed to the new and the different and for me through this 
comes growth. I am looking forward to what may lay ahead. 
 When asked to relate a little about EfM I was eager to 
share, yet thinking back I remember it wasn’t easy.  I nearly 
bailed out of EfM my first year, I really wrestled with the 
course and more particularly with the Bible- the Old Testa-
ment.  I have learned that for me the “history” in the Bible 
may be like the history we are currently making- and we may 
not be proud of parts of it. Either way it is a record of the story 
of human kind, God’s people. The EfM course has changed a 
great deal since my completion and I consider taking it again. 
Maybe one of you reading this is thinking- I love my God and 
my church but my spiritual life seems stuck- please consider 
EfM. 
 
St. John’s Program Description: 
♦ Dates: 9 months – following school calendar  beginning 

in September through May  
♦ Time: NEW in 2016-17, THURSDAYS, 5:30-8:30 pm 
♦ Place: St. John’s Episcopal Church/Skinner  Building – 

Youth Room 
♦ Registration Deadline:  Sunday, June 19, 2016 
♦ Group Mentors: Trained & Cer titied by Sewanee 

Seminary Trainers. 
♦ Cost: $350 per  36-week course of study (Sept-May In-

cludes: all printed materials for year - books (3 ea), Les-
son guides and Resources from EfM including access to 
website information  

♦ Deposit: $100 with registration to St. John’s Seminar  
♦ Balance Due: At conclusion of year  in May of cur rent 

year of study 



Once again we are honored to participate in the display and sale of crafts made by the gifted and talented from 
East Africa. 
 
The premier for the African Ministries exhibit will be held on Saturday, May 21st from 2—4pm.  This amazing 
organization serves the church in East Africa through crafts & jewelry sales. 
 
The proceeds from the handcrafted items for African Team Ministries will make it possible to provide Drip Irriga-
tion Kits for the families in the drought and famine areas to whom we provided emergency food relief.  This will 
enable them to grow food all year round instead of only when it rains.  More than 250,000 people died during this 
recent drought and famine. 
 
African Team Ministries has been serving the churches in East Africa for more than 20 years.  They also resettle 
displaced people, support orphans, provide AIDS education and prevention and literacy training. 
 
As you may recall, included are carvings, jewelry, nativity sets, musical instruments, scarves, etc.  All made by the 
artists and  craftsmen of Kenya.  East Africa has become a war-torn part of the globe and needs our prayers and 
support.  
 
Our emotional and spiritual connection through this event each year continues to grow. 
 
During this past year, 129 school girls were kidnapped from this region by the terrorist group Boko Haram. 
 
You may stop by the parish hall Mon.— Fri.  From 10—2 or following Sunday services. 
 

  

Providing in Episcopal 
Churches: 

 
CLEAN WATER 

* 
MEDICAL CARE 

* 
TRAINING FOR THE LAITY 

African Team Ministries, Inc. 
Serving the Church in East Africa  

Through Crafts and Jewelry 



	 	 	 	 	 	May	2016		 	= regular weekly meeFngs  

Mondays 

8:15  Morning Prayer 

5:30 EfM 

7:00 AA Group 

Tuesdays 

8:15 Morning Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

8:15 Morning Prayer 

5:15 Rectors Class 

6:30 Choir 

 

Fridays 

8:15 Morning Prayer 

 

Saturdays 

 

Sunday Schedule 

  8:00  Holy Eucharist 

  9:15  ChrisFan Ed. 

           Rector Class 

Thursdays 

8:15 Morning Prayer 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1     1st Sunday 

breakfast, 9-930am 

 

Parent Planning Mtg 

2  Golf at 530 @ 

Ben Geren 

 

 

 

3 Movie Con-

necFons 

NSHS, BD Mtg., 

415pm 

4 5 6  vestry reports  

      are due today 

7  World Labyrinth 

Day 

8  Mother’s Day 

   

UTO Ingathering 

 

Movie Connec�ons    

 

Natn’l Day of Prayer 

9  Golf at 530 @ 

Ben Geren 

 

GSC, Ex. Bd. Mtg., 

noon 

 

10 Vestry Mtg, 

530pm 

 

RVEC 

 

11  SAHMs (Stay 

At Home Moms) 

noon at AJ's Oys-

ter House and 

Seafood Restau-

12 13 

 

14 

 

15 GraduaFon 

Sunday 

Pentecost Parish 

Picnic 

16  Golf at 530 @ 

Ben Geren 

 

 

 

17  Mind Stretch-

ers, Speaker Se-

ries, 6pm 

 

18    19 Northside 

GraduaFon 

 

GSC, Bd. Mtg., 

20 Southside 

GraduaFon 

Vino League, 7pm 

NewsleJer ArF-

21 African Team 

Ministries 

premier 2—

4pm 

22  ECW (Episcopal 

Church Women) 

MeeFng following  

1030 service 

23  Golf at 530 @ 

Ben Geren 

 

 

 

AA Group, 7pm 

24   

 

RVEC 

 

Alex L. music, 430 

25  

 

NewsleJer Fold & 

Mail 

26 

 

 

Laymen’s League, 

noon 

27 28 

29 

 

30 Golf at 530 @ 

Ben Geren 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 

CHURCH OFFICES 

ARE CLOSED 

31  GNO @ Grubs 

Bar & Grill, 6pm 

 

 

Alex L. music, 430 
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Symbol: E HWY (eee high-way)  E-ducation H-ome  W-orship Y-outh Groups 

 

EHWYWY 

Youth Ministry Mission: To create an environment for youth and their families that gives a 
sense of community, invites people to belong to the Body of Christ,  and empowers each 
to do God’s work through acts of love and service.  Providing Community that empowers 

 

Celebra�on of  

Learning Liturgy 
“Celebra�ng or Seniors” 

Sunday, May 15—10:30 Service 
Parish Pentecost Picnic follows 

 

Congratulaons 2016 Seniors 
Walker Cobb, Bentley Lager, Alex Leeper, 

Desirae Love, Kristen Love, Amara Lowe, 

Catherine Ward 
 

A special liturgy and the Sermon 

Presented in “Dialogue” by  

All seniors are among the 

PENTECOST highlights 

WEAR RED!! 

Creative Arts  Wednesdays 
for St. John’s Youth & Adults 

Coming BACK in the Summer!! 
 

Painting, Cooking, Sewing Basics 
Clay Fun, Paper Mache 

 

Watch JUNE   

Holy Babble , 

Enews, bulletins, bulletin 

board for details 

Twenty+ Youth Drink in Nature… 
 Five from St. John’s joined others on PeFt Jean 

Mountain to spend the weekend sharing in the beauty 

of God’s creaFon. “Sensing God  in Nature” was the 

theme. Youth cooked meals over an open fire, hiked 

trails, canoed the lake, slept in yurts, collected fire 

wood, went on a Scavenger Hunt among the other 

park campers, and celebrated Eucharist in the 

woods. 
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Youth Summer Trips 
• Learning Mission—Memphis, TN 

July 7-10 (dates tentative)  
Sr. High (rising 9th-12th gr) Will visit historical 
sites learning how faith of others have been 
impacted by courageous acts. Cost $100.00 
 

• Mission Trip to St. Louis July 24-29, $150.00 
Rising 7th gr—12th gr.  Joining St. Mark’s LR youth.  

♦ Mission work sites:  
♦ Shepherd's Farm, an urban farm supplying produce 

to many of the food pantries in the city.  

♦ Repair work/painFng in the chapel of Deaconess 

Anne House, which is where the Episcopal Service 

Corps members live.  

♦ Food Pantry (which one is TBA) 

♦ Speakers: 
♦ Lunch and presentaFon by Episcopal Service Corps 

members 

♦ PresentaFon at Magdalene House  hJp://

www.magdalenestl.org/ 

♦ Tour of the Cathedral and Ferguson movement 

presentaFon 

♦ Other things: 

St. Louis Zoo; St. Louis Science Center 

St. Louis Art Museum (free); City Museum 

Tour the arch 

 

W-orship Y-outh Groups 

A C O L Y T E S 
Acolyte Master: Mike Tickler 

Asst. Acolyte Master: Randy Meyers 
Scheduler:  Eden Buergler 

Schedules for May-JUNE emailed 
Contact Jeannie McCabe if not able to serve  

when scheduled jmccabe@stjohnfs.org 

IMPORTANT 2016 Dates 
 

May 1  Parent PLANNING bring calendars 
 
May 15 Pentecost Parish Picnic 
   & Graduate Sunday 
 
May 19 Northside Graduation 
 
May 20 Southside Graduation 
 
May 20-22 Happening #35 at Camp Mitchell (10-
12th) 
 
???  STARFISH retreat to McCabe lake house 
 
July 7-10 Sr. High Learning Trip / Memphis 
 
July 18-20 VBS at Trinity 
 
JULY 24-29 Rising 7th-12th Youth Trip to St. Louis 
 

2016 Camp Mitchell—Summer Camp Schedule 
Camp  Dates Session  / Session Director 

June 12–17 Senior High (entering 9th–12th grade)--Randall CurFs 

June 19–24 Primary (entering 2nd–3rd grade)--Teresa Cantrell 

June 26–30 Robert R. Brown I Specialty Camp --Ken Parks 

July 1–July 8 < Summer Staff Week Off > 

July 10–15 Junior High (entering 7th–8th grade)--Marvin McLennon 

July 17–22 Dick Johnston Specialty Camp --KrisF Palmer 

July 24–29 Middler (entering 4th–6th grade)--Sam Kincannon 

July 31–Aug 4   Robert R. Brown II Specialty Camp--Emily Madden 

August 7–11 NEW Crea�ve Arts Camp*--Jeannie McCabe— 4th-8th grades 

August 11–14 Family Camp--ScoJ and Ardelle Walters 

* Creave Arts—Campers number limited to 50 and will choose art area: Music (hand 

chimes); Fabric Art; Painng/Drawing; Clay; Theater Arts and work  twice a day for 3 

days in that form.   Registraon Forms online at: campmitchell.org    under “Summer Camp” tab /  

MAY 1—Parent  Planning 
Youth (3rd-12th grades) and their families gather to share a meal and share and SELECT dates for summer 
Youth Retreat. Childcare provided for younger siblings.  BRING YOUR CALENDARS!!!! 

2016 VBS 

At 

Trinity, Van Buren 

JULY 18-20, 5:30-8:30 

Ages 2 yrs—5th gr 

W A T E R 
Theme 

Volunteers needed. 
6th-12th Youth—
Helpers & Adults 

Contact Jeannie 
221-4032 



Vestry Members 
 

Angela Covey,Sr. Warden  484-5134     2019 

Jean Kolljeski, Jr. Wdn. 479-252-1360   2018     

Eden Buergler, Secretary   462-8892     2018 

Bill Chandler                         883-9576     2018  

John Cross                             459-0303     2018 

Tony Flippin                          629-6044     2019 

Rick Hayes                            561-8911     2017  

Mary Beth Hoffsommer     414-4553     2017 

Becky Ibison                          650-1722    2019    

Ron Lawson                   918-962-2436    2019      

Jeff Pryor                              783-1904      2017 

Doug Shadell                479-462-1026     2019 

Kat Standridge             405-922-5802     2019 

Al Snider                               806-2851     2017 

Jim WalcoJ                          651-1898     2018 

 

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY TEAM 
Mary Ann Arnold  

Team Leader – 452-1359 
Neighbor to Neighbor Coordinator 

Pettus Kincannon  

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, 
Rite I 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist,  
Rite II 

Monday - Friday 

Contact Information 
Parish Office:  (479) 782-

9912 
Fax:  (479) 782-4369 

Office Hours 
Mon.-Fri., 8:00am--5:00pm 

Website 
Stjohnfs.org 

Email 
stjohnfs@stjohnfs.org 

Staff 
Fr. Mike Lager, 

Rector 
221-4030 

mlager@stjohnfs.org 
Jeannie McCabe 

221-4032 
Children/Youth Ministries 

Tim Hess 
Parish Minister of Music 

Vickie Phelan 
Administrative Assistant 

David Arnold 
Parish Treasurer 
Harold Braswell 

Financial Secretary 
Gordon Albritton 

Sexton 
Dorothy Love 

Saturday Receptionist 
Judy Trowbridge 

Nursery  
Angel Hallmark 

Nursery Assistant 
Mary Ann Arnold 

Volunteer Ministries Coord. 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Mary Jane Mustard  

479-883-1488 

Ethiopian Outreach Update by Bailey Kestner 

TRAVEL.   
 That's the word to describe this last month for our team here in Ethi-
opia. I mentioned in my last update that we would be traveling to different 
regions of the country to recruit college students for a national summer mis-
sion we are planning. After traveling 15 days, visiting 12 college campuses, 
and speaking to over 2,000 students, are we now back in Addis Ababa!  
 At many of the campuses, we were able to host girls' breakout ses-
sions. In these, we discussed our identity in Christ, how Jesus treated wom-
en in the Bible and the importance of women in ministry/mission work. I 
was able to share my story of how I felt called to move to Ethiopia even 
though I had never been on a mission trip beforehand.  

 Our group traveled to Bahir Dar (northeast of Addis). In Mekele (in the very north of the country) THIRTY 
girls showed up at our leader meeting . Many of them reported they had issues with their identity as women, but 
hat it was taboo to actually discuss in Ethiopia. They were so encouraged that we were open to discussing the top-
ic! On to Adrigat (near Mekele) where none of the girls we encountered had ever shared their faith. We also trav-
eled to Axum (also near Mekele) and Awassa (south of Addis). We were only able to meet in co-ed sessions with 
the women in these cities. 
 PRAYER REQUEST: These are the main concerns as we plan our mission. The region we will be going to 
has around 5,000 Christians within the population of 6 million people. Please pray alongside us so one of the most 
unreached regions of Ethiopia might be reached with the Gospel this summer! 

1. 250 students to attend (1/2 boys, 1/2 girls) 
2. 7,000 people would hear the Gospel 
3. At least 500 would come to know Christ 
4. That there would be churches to sponsor the trip, so that students would only have to raise funds for 
transportation 


